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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 104 22.5 7.8 40 56.2 4.4
2 62 22.4 9 40 56.1 2.6
3 12 20.7 8.6 40 51.7 0.5
4 10 21.4 6.6 40 53.5 0.4
5 185 24.5 8.7 40 61.1 7.9
6 274 22.7 7.7 40 56.7 11.6
7 427 22.5 8.7 40 56.2 18.1
8 604 22.7 7.9 40 56.8 25.7
9 280 23.6 8.5 40 59 11.9

10 411 22 7.8 40 55 17.5
11 102 44.3 16.7 80 55.4 4.3
12 63 42.7 18.3 80 53.4 2.7
13 8 43.3 18.6 80 54.1 0.3
14 13 32.3 18.4 80 40.4 0.6
15 101 40 18.5 80 50 4.3
16 357 39.9 14.8 80 49.8 15.2
17 302 38.6 16.3 80 48.2 12.8
18 726 39.2 17.3 80 49 30.8
19 557 41.9 17.8 80 52.4 23.7
20 131 33.3 17.4 80 41.6 5.6
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WJEC AS English Literature Unit 2 2720U10-1 

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

Comments on structure- could be developed further.



Sticky Note

Generally sound analysis- appropriate textual support.



Sticky Note

Expression a little informal here.



Sticky Note

Clear introduction- focus on theme established.







Sticky Note

Clear analysis of text/ imagery.



Sticky Note

Generally sound discussion on implicit meaning but expression, although accurate, is not always as fluent as it could be.



Sticky Note

Irrelevant contextual detail- AO3 not assessed in Section A.







Sticky Note

Neat evaluation and overview of text/ theme.



Sticky Note

Sound comments on structure- displays understanding of technique/ meaning.



Sticky Note

A little more developed- analysis generally sound here,
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Section B: Poetry Comparison 
 
In the rubric for this section, candidates are informed that they must not choose or refer to 
any poems named in Section A in their response to Section B. Candidates are also informed 
that they will need to show knowledge and understanding of their chosen poems, analyse 
how meanings are shaped, make relevant connections between poems and consider 
relevant contexts and different interpretations which have informed their reading of their set 
texts, even though this is not re-stated in each question. 
 
The following guidelines indicate where and how rewards can be earned and offer 
suggestions about the approaches candidates might take. When judging how much reward a 
candidate has earned under the different assessment objectives, examiners must consult the 
relevant assessment grid and look for a best fit which will then dictate a numerical mark.  
 
 


Section B Mark Allocation 
 


 AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 AO5 
80 marks 10 10 20 30 10 


 
Edward Thomas: Selected Poems (Faber) 


(prescribed section: poems listed in Appendix B)  
Alun Lewis: Collected Poems (Seren) 


(prescribed section: poems listed in Appendix B) 
 
Q11 How far do you agree that Thomas and Lewis are alike in the way they 


portray the effect of war on people? You must analyse in detail at least 
two poems from each of your set texts. 
 


 
AO1 Informed responses will demonstrate clear knowledge of this poem. We will 


reward creatively engaged responses for thoughtful and personal rather 
than mechanical/literal approaches. Understanding and application 
of concepts will be seen in the candidate’s awareness of the principles and 
conventions of poetry. Accuracy and coherence will be seen in the way 
knowledge is used as well as in the candidate’s ability to organise material 
and choose an appropriate academic style and register. Credit will also be 
given for appropriate use of terminology. 
 
Band 1 responses are likely to describe examples of the effect of war from 
both poets with broad and probably asserted ideas. Band 2 responses will 
be more engaged and organised and will show some grasp of concepts 
relating to the effect of war, such as the effect on soldiers and those at 
home. Band 3 responses will show a more consistently relevant focus with 
clearly expressed ideas. At Bands 4 and 5 there will be evidence of secure 
understanding of relevant concepts combined with increasingly perceptive 
and fluent discussion.  
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AO2 Some features which candidates might choose for analysis include the following  
 
In relation to Thomas: 


● more prosaic style, 'simple and direct' 
● use of names, especially plants, and details of close observation 
● use of rhyme and pattern e.g. short lines in The Trumpet,  
● use of differing tone e.g. This is no case of petty right or wrong or Lights 


Out 
● movements of a complex, indecisive poetic consciousness followed in 


the poetry. 
● Analysis of how the war affects rural communities e.g. At the Team’s 


Head Brass. 
 
In relation to Lewis: 


● more rhetorical, and more metaphorical language, as in Goodbye's 'Our 
hearts are massive towers of delight', though some signs of less plain 
expression in Thomas’ Lights Out 


● use of close description/ detailed inner thoughts in On Embarkation 
● direct expressions of feeling 
● controlled, complex syntax, following movements of thought for example 


All day it has rained. 
● How the war affects industrialised areas e.g. A Welsh Night. 


 
Band 1 responses are likely to be descriptive/narrative in approach and might 
identify basic features of writing about the effect of war without further discussion. 
Band 2 responses will show some grasp of the poets' techniques with some 
supporting evidence. Band 3 responses will show some clear ideas about how 
the poets have used form and language choices to write about the effect of war. 
Responses at Bands 4 and 5 will show increasing evidence of effective analysis 
of techniques and detailed critical understanding of the ways in which Thomas 
and Lewis have made meanings.  
 


AO3 Candidates are likely to consider some of the following contextual influences in 
relation to the effect of war: 
 
Thomas: 


● the influence of Robert Frost's conversational style 
● the effects of family life and possibly depression, especially in the tone of 


his poems 
● the context of the First World War in which all his poems were written 
● the effects of his walks over the south of England. 
 


Lewis:  
● the influence of Thomas on subject matter and style 
● his reading, of Romantic poets in particular Keats 
● the effects of his soldier training in the Second World War 
● the effects of loved places such as the South Wales valleys and 


Cardiganshire 
● the effects of the war and then being posted far away to India and 


Burma. 
 


At lower bands, candidates will show some awareness of contexts in a general 
and descriptive way. At Band 3, contexts should be clearly linked to texts and 
question. At Bands 4 and 5, candidates will show increasingly confident 
discussion and analysis of the ways in which relevant contexts influence how 
Thomas and Lewis write about the effects of war. 
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AO4 Candidates are likely to consider some of the following connections: 
 


● both write of the boredom of war 
● threats to relationships, especially the overt threat of war in Lewis' 


case 
● both show a longing of places, especially familiar places 
● both show the effect of the war on individuals on the home front 
● Lewis more detailed in his description of “frontline” experiences. 


 
At lower bands connections are likely to be asserted or described. At 
Band 3, connections will be relevant to the question and clearly supported 
by the texts. At Bands 4 and 5, candidates will support connections by 
detailed critical reference to the ways in which the poets write about the 
effects of war. 
 


AO5 Candidates must engage with the view stated in the question. They may 
approach 'informed by different interpretations' in three ways:  
 


• by exploring ambiguities in the texts 
• by adopting a theory based approach, such as feminism  
• by referring to the interpretation of a particular critic. 


 
Band 1 interpretations will tend to be asserted/described. At Band 2 there 
will be some awareness of plural readings. At Band 3 readings will be 
clearly relevant to the candidate's argument and to the question. Bands 4 
and 5 will show increasing confidence and expertise in the ways different 
readings are used to contribute to the candidate's arguments and 
understanding of the text. 
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Philip Larkin: The Whitsun Weddings (Faber) 
Carol Ann Duffy: Mean Time (Picador) 
 
Q17 “Their attitudes towards society are critical, almost cynical”. In the light 


of this view, explore connections between the ways in which Larkin and 
Duffy write about society. You must analyse in detail at least two poems 
from each of your set texts. 
 


 
AO1 Informed responses will demonstrate clear knowledge of this poem. We will 


reward creatively engaged responses for thoughtful and personal rather than 
mechanical/literal approaches. Understanding and application of concepts will 
be seen in the candidate’s awareness of the principles and conventions of 
poetry. Accuracy and coherence will be seen in the way knowledge is used 
as well as in the candidate’s ability to organise material and choose an 
appropriate academic style and register. Credit will also be given for 
appropriate use of terminology. 
 
Band 1 responses are likely to describe examples of cynicism with broad and 
probably asserted ideas. Band 2 responses will be more engaged and 
organised and will show some grasp of concepts relevant to the way they 
write about society. Band 3 responses will show a more consistently relevant 
focus with clearly expressed ideas. At Bands 4 and 5 there will be evidence 
of secure understanding of relevant concepts combined with increasingly 
perceptive and fluent discussion.  
 


AO2 Some features which candidates might choose for analysis include the 
following. 
 
In relation to Larkin: 


● human weakness linked to personal failings Dockery and Son, A 
Study of Reading Habits 


● use of first person to convey a variety of personae/ cynical viewpoints 
● use of restricted structure to convey limited, unfulfilled lives Mr 


Bleaney 
● weakness linked to relationships  
● use of colloquial language contrasted with complex imagery 


Afternoons. 
 


In relation to Duffy: 
● links to mortality Café Royal, Mean Time 
● use of colloquial language in Adultery 
● contrast between love and hate in Havisham to show cynicism 
● often rooted in authentic details of popular music and names of 


people and places 
● often uses conversational tone. 


 
Band 1 responses are likely to be descriptive/narrative in approach and might 
identify basic criticism of society without further discussion. Band 2 
responses will show some grasp of the poets' techniques with some 
supporting evidence. Band 3 responses will show some clear ideas about 
how Larkin and Duffy have used form and language choices to write about 
society. Responses at Bands 4 and 5 will show increasing evidence of 
effective analysis of techniques and detailed critical understanding of the 
ways in which Larkin and Duffy have made meaning.  
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AO3 Candidates are likely to consider some of the following contextual influences 
in relation to society: 
 
Larkin: 


● his early experience of grim suburban life 
● his lack of religious faith and questions this raises about mortality 
● his life in Hull as a librarian and personal relationships 
● the influence of poets such as Hardy, perhaps in his pessimism, in his 


use of external world to represent the internal, his use of intricate 
syntax with traditional forms 


● the influence of Yeats, perhaps seen in themes of loss, time passing 
and sense of premature ageing 


● his interest in music, especially jazz 
● his experience of writing novels, perhaps leading to quite dramatic, 


narrative poems. 
 
Duffy: 


• the influences of her Catholic upbringing seen in religious language 
and her  


• awareness of guilt/sin/moral questions 
• her study of philosophy, in particular the relationship between 


language and things, the limits of language, the meaning of time 
• her experience in performance poetry scene of the Seventies in 


Liverpool and writing plays, leading to use of dramatic monologues, 
colloquial English and references to popular culture. 


 
At lower bands candidates will show some awareness of contexts in a 
general and descriptive way. At Band 3 contexts will be clearly linked to the 
texts and the question. At Bands 4 and 5 candidates will show an 
increasingly confident discussion and analysis of the ways in which relevant 
contexts influence how Larkin and Duffy write about society. 
 


AO4 Candidates are likely to consider some of the following connections: 
 


● both link their views on society to personal experiences 
● both focus on male weakness and aggression 
● the past provides links between the poets’ critical depiction of society 


possible engaging with regret 
● both poets use colloquial language and conversational tone although 


Duffy’s seems more brutal 
● Duffy has less reliance on regular forms and rhyme than Larkin who 


utilizes structure to reflect the poem’s theme/message 
 
At lower bands connections will be asserted or described. At Band 3 
connections will be relevant to the question and clearly supported by the 
texts. At Bands 4 and 5 candidates will support connections by detailed 
reference to the ways in which the poets convey their views on society. 
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AO5 Candidates must engage with the view stated in the question. Candidates 
may approach 'informed by different interpretations' in three ways:  
 


• by exploring ambiguities in the texts 
• by adopting a theory based approach,  such as feminism and Marxism  
• by referring to the interpretations of particular critics.  


 
Band 1 interpretations will tend to be asserted or described. At Band 2 
candidates will show awareness of plural readings. Band 3 readings will be 
clearly relevant to the candidate's argument and the question. At Bands 4 
and 5 there will be increasing confidence and expertise in the ways in which 
different readings are used to contribute to the candidate's arguments and 
understanding of the texts.  
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Sticky Note

Evaluates Thomas' use of techniques.



Sticky Note

AO1- Well developed argument. Fluent and focused on question.



Sticky Note

Sound analysis of technique- well developed point.







Sticky Note

Irrelevant contextual detail. AO3 not assessed here.



Sticky Note

Detailed, close analysis of techniques/ creation of meaning.







Sticky Note

Confident overview of text/ theme.



Sticky Note

Neat and apt textual support.



Sticky Note

Perceptive discussion of text.
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Edward Thomas: Selected Poems (Faber) 
(prescribed section: poems listed in Appendix B) 


 
Q1 Re-read 'And You, Helen' on page 130. Explore the ways in which 


Thomas writes about commitment in this poem. 
 


 
AO1 Informed responses will demonstrate clear knowledge of this poem. We 


will reward creatively engaged responses for thoughtful and personal 
rather than mechanical/literal approaches. Understanding and application 
of concepts will be seen in the candidate’s awareness of the principles 
and conventions of poetry. Accuracy and coherence will be seen in the 
way knowledge is used as well as in the candidate’s ability to organise 
material and choose an appropriate academic style and register. Credit 
will also be given for appropriate use of terminology. 
 
Band 1 responses are likely to describe the setting with broad and 
probably asserted ideas. Band 2 responses will be more engaged and 
organised and will show some grasp of concepts relating to the theme of 
communication in the poem. Band 3 responses will show more 
consistently relevant focus with clearly expressed ideas. At Bands 4 and 
5 there will be evidence of secure understanding of relevant concepts 
combined with increasingly perceptive and fluent discussion.  
 


AO2 Some features which candidates might choose for analysis include: 
 


• Thomas's use of direct address to create an intimate tone. 
• his use of repetition and listing to create the sense of commitment 
• his use of the conditional, “should”, “could” and the inclusion of “if” 


to suggest regret/ guilt. 
• his observation of the effects of light, e.g. 'gilding', 'glowing' 
• the structure, especially the significance of the rhyming couplets.  
• The naming of Helen- increases the personal aspect of the poem 


but beware of responses exploring Thomas’ marriage in too much 
detail at the expense of analysis. 


 
Band 1 responses are likely to be descriptive/narrative in approach and 
might identify basic features of the setting without further discussion. 
Band 2 responses will show some grasp of Thomas' techniques with 
some supporting evidence. Band 3 responses will show some clear 
ideas about how Thomas has used form and language choices to create 
the feeling of commitment. Responses at Bands 4 and 5 will show 
increasing evidence of effective analysis of techniques and detailed 
critical understanding of the ways in which Thomas has made meaning. 
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Carol Ann Duffy: Mean Time (Picador) 
 
Q8 Re-read 'Confession' on page 11. Explore the ways in which Duffy 


portrays religion in this poem. 
 


 
AO1 Informed responses will demonstrate clear knowledge of this poem. We will 


reward creatively engaged responses for thoughtful and personal rather 
than mechanical/literal approaches. Understanding and application 
of concepts will be seen in the candidate’s awareness of the principles and 
conventions of poetry. Accuracy and coherence will be seen in the way 
knowledge is used as well as in the candidate’s ability to organise material 
and choose an appropriate academic style and register. Credit will also be 
given for appropriate use of terminology. 
 
Band 1 responses are likely to describe the poem’s main points with broad 
and probably asserted ideas. Band 2 responses will be more engaged and 
organised and will show some grasp of concepts relating to the portrayal of 
religion. Band 3 responses will show a more consistently relevant focus with 
clearly expressed ideas. At Bands 4 and 5 there will be evidence of secure 
understanding of relevant concepts combined with increasingly perceptive 
and fluent discussion.  
 


AO2 Some features which candidates might choose for analysis include: 
 


● the use of colloquial language 
● use of simile “like a coffin”/ “like Hansel and Gretel”- negative 


connotations 
● use of religious language/ phrases 
● sense of threat throughout the poem 
● use of elongated sentences to convey natural 


speech/conversational tone. 
 
Band 1 responses are likely to be descriptive/narrative in approach and 
mightidentify basic features of the portrayal of religion without further 
discussion. Band 2 responses will show some grasp of Duffy's techniques 
with some supporting evidence. Band 3 responses will show some clear 
ideas about how Duffy has used form and language choices to convey her 
ideas on religion. Responses at Bands 4 and 5 will show increasing 
evidence of effective analysis of techniques and detailed critical 
understanding of the ways in which Duffy has made meaning.  
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Section B: Poetry comparison (open book, clean copy)


Answer one question only.


You must have clean copies (no annotation) of the poetry texts which you have studied. Only the 
prescribed editions must be used.


Where prescribed sections of texts are indicated in brackets, only poems from these sections can 
be included in your response. 


You must not choose or refer to any poems named in Section A in your response to  
Section B.


In your response, you are required to:  


 • show knowledge and understanding of your chosen poems
 • analyse how meanings are shaped
 • make relevant connections across the set texts
 • consider relevant contexts and different interpretations which have informed your reading


Edward Thomas: Selected Poems (Faber)
(poems as listed in the specification)


Alun Lewis: Collected Poems (Seren)
(poems as listed in the specification)


Either,


How far do you agree that Thomas and Lewis are alike in the way they portray the effect 
of war on people? You must analyse in detail at least two poems from each of your set 
texts. [80]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


1 1


Turn over.







Philip Larkin: The Whitsun Weddings (Faber)
Carol Ann Duffy: Mean Time (Picador)


Or, 


“Their attitudes towards society are critical, even cynical.” In the light of this view, explore 
connections between the ways in which Larkin and Duffy write about society. You must 
analyse in detail at least two poems from each of your set texts.  [80]


END OF PAPER
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Sticky Note

Detailed, quite perceptive analysis.



Sticky Note

Brief but appropriate contextual point.



Sticky Note

Valid contextual point but lacks specific detail.



Sticky Note

Detailed analysis and evaluation of poetic techniques.



Sticky Note

A little vague here- could be stated with more fluency.







Sticky Note

Productive connection- well developed and specific.



Sticky Note

Better connection- specific to texts.



Sticky Note

Clear link.



Sticky Note

Literary influences discussed.







Sticky Note

Specific connection- AO3 leading to AO4.



Sticky Note

Perceptive inclusion of contextual influences.



Sticky Note

Informed critical discussion- closely linked to text.



Sticky Note

Effective contrast of texts/ techniques.



Sticky Note

Discerning link- AO2 leading to AO4.







Sticky Note

Contextual detail leading to critical reading- informed, therefore.



Sticky Note

Use of AO2 (analysis of technique) linked with AO3 and AO5.



Sticky Note

Productive links included with frequency throughout response.



Sticky Note

Productive connection. Uses AO2 and AO3 to link.



Sticky Note

Thoughtful interpretation.







Sticky Note

Confident link based on contextual influences.



Sticky Note

Named critic- clear use of AO5 based on AO3 leading to AO4.



Sticky Note

Productive contrast of portrayal of war- AO4 but focus on question always maintained.







Sticky Note

Argument sustained throughout response.
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Section A: Critical Analysis (open book, clean copy)


Answer one question in this section.


You must have clean copies (no annotation) of the poetry texts which you have studied. Only the 
prescribed editions must be used.


In your response, you are required to:  


 • show knowledge and understanding of your chosen poem
 • analyse how meanings are shaped 


Either,


Edward Thomas: Selected Poems (Faber)


Re-read ‘And You, Helen’ on page 130. Explore the ways in which Thomas writes about 
commitment in this poem. [40]0 1
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4


Or,


Carol Ann Duffy: Mean Time (Picador)


Re-read ‘Confession’ on page 11. Explore the ways in which Duffy portrays religion in 
this poem.  [40]
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Sticky Note

Misunderstanding here- attempts contextual link but factually inaccurate.



Sticky Note

Some grasp of contextual influences.



Sticky Note

Clear analysis- appropriate use of terminology.



Sticky Note

General overview- addresses question.







Sticky Note

Alludes to context but lacks specific detail.



Sticky Note

Some development of link- focus on poetic voice.



Sticky Note

Begins to link texts (AO4)



Sticky Note

Some discussion of critic's view- relevant and linked to text (form).







Sticky Note

Makes use of interpretation linked to context. Both AO3 and AO5 would have benefited further with more specific examples.



Sticky Note

AO3- some contextual detail but a little general.



Sticky Note

Appropriate selection of textual evidence.







Sticky Note

Links critical reading to text and develops a little.



Sticky Note

Comments on structure with appropriate use of terminology.







Sticky Note

Expression starting to lose fluency.



Sticky Note

Appropriate use of terminology- comments on meaning are clear, if under-developed.



Sticky Note

Valid connection although it lacks development.



Sticky Note

Very general comment with some misunderstanding here.







Sticky Note

Clear and appropriate link between texts.
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